- K x _ ww, 2 \ y —— 1477 — , — — 4 . | 
n 8 , : T8021 00 Wenn 9 N . 7 
4 4 Pa 6 * 1 * 1 3 - * To * os = * * 

* 4 — 771 N A — 


N N ts; 
5 * | * , | 
. , 4 
5 IS 
» : ' ) 
4 ” * 7 
= of » 5 - 
„ * » 
: — : 


A SHORT *AND TRUE {A 


* 


NARRATIVE. 
W MM [off 


OF A 


Fl 


WHICH WAS THE RUIN OF © =_ 


* 


An Iaduſtrious FAMILY, + 


Ry 


l 


Now living Victims to the Villainy 


- 
— 
— 


2 N — * = 
8 < 3 pu 


* 


4 


of thoſe concerne my 


* 
* 1 12 
* * 8 » . KL * 
1N e 
8 C3 A N 
« : Li oa | 
' : 22 
N 2 
. - # * a ; 6 f 0 
that Diabolical Tranſaction. 525 
E 23 1 
| | 
——— tee n v EI — — 
a . at; 0 
- 1 5 
, 
: 
þ 6 77 4, Tl 


Printed for the Author, 1 . 
by J. Jonxsev, Ser Printing-Office, Whitechapel Roa. 
' | 27944 l | St 1 4 ah | 


Ls 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


neither would they now have been printed, 
but for two Reaſons,—the firſt is, what in- 
duces many to turn Authors, viz. Poverty, 


and the hopes by this means thro? the aſſiſt- 


ance of a generous Public, to render an ap- 
proaching winter more comfortable to a 
numerous and truly diſtreſſed Family. 


The ſecond conſideration is, the frequent 
and indeed daily Advertiſements in the News 
Papers, held out as baits to take in the cre- 
dulous and unwary; and ſome of theirSchemes 


ſo deep laid, that people of experience 1 in life 


have been often deceived by them. 


Hoping thoſe two realty will be a 
ſufficient apology for intruding this Pamphlet 


upon wo Public, I am, with great Te 
their unfortunate, 


but moſt obedient 


humble Seryant, 


THE following pages 
was not originally intended for Publication, 
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NARRATIVE 
„ 


SWINDLING SCHEME, 


—— 


I WAS a Clothier in the Weſt 


of England, near Wotton-Underedge in Glou- 


ceſterſhire, and had been in partnerſhip with _ 
my Father about ten years when this affair 


happened, which was in the year 1778. | 


Juſt before Chriſtmas 1777, my Father's . 


indiſpoſition prevented -him from continuing 
in trade, and I took in for a Partner a near 
relation, whoſe property conſiſted moſtly in 
reverſions and expectancies, therefore he could 
add but little to the capital; neither had I re- 
ceived half my wife's fortune, part of which was 
an annuity, and part depending on a ſuit in 
Chancery, ; | 

. It 


. dis 29 
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11 was my uſual cuſtom to ſet out a journey 

of ſeven or eight weeks into Yorkſhire, Lan- 

ES, caſhire, Weſtmoreland, &c. on New Years Day; 

1 but my Father's illneſs, who was now laying 

| upon his death · bed, prevented my going fo 

ſoon; this of conſequence brought on a ſcarcity 

of caſh.— Mr. Vines who diſcqunted alh my 

Bills at Wootton Underedge, had advanced me 

ſeveral hundreds of pounds, inſomuch I was 

afraid to afk him another favour. —Bur looking 
onc day over the Bath News Paper, I unfortu- 

nately faw an advertiſement to Les following 


purport : 


" Bihoplgate ſtreet, Landes, 


* =. 


* This is to inform Noblemen; Gentlemen, 
„ Merchants, or Tradeſmen, who want to 
have money advanced upon perſonal. ſecu- 
rity, that they may be accommodated, with 
any ſym (not leſs than 590) up to. 10,000L. 
« immediately, by referring to people of re- 
« ſponſibility for a character. Pleaſe to add. 
* Samuel Nelſon and Co. at the Langboufn 
« Ward Coffee - houſe, Fenchurch fret, 
cc London.“ = 


; $4} | WEIL 
In conſequence of this advertiſement I wrote ; 
them a letter, and aſked for the loan of 500. 
Wt dd. © Ws 3 at 
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at g pel Cent. and referred them to Mr. Edward 


Sheppard, Baſinghall-ſtreet, who Was my Factor 
in London, for à character; whether they ap- 
plied to him or not. I never heard, but they 
anſwered my letter by return of poſt, and told 
me they had enquired my character; it was not 
quite ſo ſatisfactory as they could with, but 


- notwithſtanding if 300 . would be of any 


ſervice to me Lmighit have it, at che ſame time 
defiring me to {end them two notes of hand 
of 1 50. each, one payable in fix months, the 


other in nine months, as their ſecurity, and 
incloſed me ten copper: plate checks to fill up 


with what ſums, and at what date 88 
proper. > Flea f 8 85 
1 immedistely without making any enquiry, 


ſent thein two 1 ff.. notes, payable at the time 


by them requeſted, with intereſt at 5. per cent 


per annum. Theſe notes they returned me dy 
the next poſt, telling me that was not the 


ſecurity they wiſhed, as they deſired to have 


nothing ſaid about the intereſt, which they 


would place to my account, and they had 


drawn two bills upon me for 1 50 C. each, pay- 


able at 6 and 9 months, which they ſent in the 
ſame letter, deſiring me to accept and return 


them, _ ſecurity they ſhould think ſuf- 


ficient 


ficient, and. my Drafts upon them thould be 
duly honored. 


I now began to revolye in my mind, why 
they ſhould prefer an acceptance to a note of 
hand as ſecurity, and concluded to myſelf that 


their only reaſon was, the Notes was not ſo 


negotiable bearing intereſt. This alarmed me 
a little, and inſtead of accepting the two bills, 
I-wrote a letter to Mr. Cline, Surgeon, in De- 


' - vonſhire-ſtreet, Nevonſhire-ſquare, with whom 


I then had the honor of bcing intimately ac- 
quainted, their *Compting-houſe being in a 


Court I have now forgot the name of it, in Bi- 


ſhopſgate- ſtreet, nearly oppoſite Devonſhire- 
ſtreet. In this letter I beg'd him to enquire 


the character of the Houſe which went under 


the Firm of Nelſon and Co. and whether there 
would be any riſk in (crediting them to the 
amount of 4 or 500. his anſwer was he could 
not amongſt all his acquaintance learn any 
thing at all of them; this added to my fears, 
and although I had drawn ſome ſmall bills 
upon the houſe, I was determined not to accept 


their Drafts until 1 _ ſome proof of their 
e Mir Ls 4 oy 


1 therefore immediately ſet off to 


London, but I could learn nothing by en- 


quiries; 


1 


quiries; therefore went to the *"Compting-houſe | 


in Bio pſgate· ſtreet, which appeared to me to 
be newly fitted up in a neat ſtile, and two or 

chree genteel young men at the books; after 
making ſome little apology for the intruſion, I 1 


told them I had not accepted their drafts, but 
expected as I had been open and candid with 


them, in referring them to a gentleman well 


known in the commercial line for my character, 


they would direct me to fome perſon or perſons 
of conſequence who would make me eaſy with 


reſpect to them, | 9 


They 1 me an addreſs to 


a Mr. Thomas Tyler, No. 1, Great Preſcot- 
ſtreet, in the Minories, who they ſaid would 
- convince me of the permanency of their houſe, 
and their ability to pay Sums to any amount 
upon demand. Fo 


I waited upon Mr. Tyler the ſame after- 
noon, who I could not help thinking, behaved 


tod free for ſo new an acquaintance, he inſiſted 
upon my reſting myſelf, (as I was lame from 
having recently broke my leg) and ordered 


wine, when 1 apologized for my abrupt man- 


ner of waiting upon him, being an entire 

ranger: he told me the queſtion I aſked re- 

petting Nelſon and Co. was a liberty hne 
B | 1 | 


_ 
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n 
thought every tradeſman had a right to take 
with another. He by no means puff'd them - 
off, but with a great deal of ſeeming indiffer- 
ence, ſaid, he rather thought they was people 
of property; he ſome times credited them 
with 7 or 800 or 100. and they was always 
very punctual in their payments, but could not 
ſay he had any particular knowledge of their 
Connections. In the courſe of converſation 
with him, I found he was in the Mercantile 
line, and going into his compting-houſe to 
look at a watch, he told me he had a patent 
for making on a particular conſtruction, 4 ob- 
ſerved ſeveral bills of parcels to large amounts 
ſcattered careleſſſy upon the writing deſk, TWO 
I particularly remarked, one of them was from 
Mr. Fox, Linen Draper, in Cheapfide, the 
other from Meſſrs Floyer and Price, Refiners, 
in Love-Lane, Wood-Street, Cheapſide. 


— 


At dur return to the parlour, I aſked him, 
if he exported any broad cloth, he ſaid often, 
vpon which I ſolicited for an order, he told 
me he. was then in want of a few goods of 

. that kind to ſend to Portugal, and if I would 
meet him the morrow at 2 o' clock, at the 
Jeruſalem Coffee-Houſe, Cornhill, with my 
patterns I ſhou:d have his commands. 


No 


_ 


I 3 | 
Now I reſolved within myſelf to be ulti- 
mately determined with reſpect to accepting 
Nelſon and Co's drafts as well as executing 
his order by the account given of him by Mr. 
Fox and Meſſrs Floyer and Price, t3- whom [ 
immediately made application for information 


reſpecting his character; Mr. Fox told me very 


ingenuouſly that if he wanted linens to ex- 
port to Portugal, he would ſerve him, but was 
it to go to America, he ſhould object to it, on 
account of the war we then had with the Ar e- 
en 


I then waited on Meflrs Foyer and price, | 


and Mr. Price turn'd to the ledger and faid 
Mr. Tyler's account to them was near 15007. 


and if he wiſhed to double the deht, they 


ſbould be happy to ſerve him. 


With this recommendation I met Mr. 


Tyler at the Jeruſalem Coffee-Houſe, accor- 
ding to appointment, and took his order for 
-abour3ooſ, worth of broad cloths, which I pro- 


miſed him to take the value of in red port, at 


the current price. I alſo waited on 'Meflrs 
Nelſon and Co. and to my ſorrow, accepted 
«the two i 50{drafts, payable in 6 and 9 months, 


and en return'd home tolerably well ſatisfied, 
| * thinking 


thinking without vanity I had acted as wary 
as poſhble. This was in March 1 78: about 
the-middle of April my Father left this world 
far another, where all tears ſhall be wiped from” 
our eyes, and ce evening before he was to be 
interr'd I received a ſmall billet and a letter by 
a ſervant from an Ini in Wottonunderedge.— 


The Billet ran thus! 


ce Three Gentlemen from London preſent 
. *« Compliments to Mr. Chard, begs the plea- 
* ſure of his company to ſpend the Evening.” 


The letter was from Meſſts Nelſon and Co. 
who out of pure friendſhip to me had recom- 
mended theſe gentlemen as cuſtomers for 
goods, and begging I would ſerve them upon 
good terms as they paid ready caſh,and draw'd, 
upon them (Nelſon and Co.) for value of 
goods purchaſed, which drafts would meet 
due honour; and at the concluſion of the letter 

they deſired me if I had not goods ſufficient ta 
accomodate them in my warehouſe, to recom- 
mend them to my neighbours in the ſame buſi- 
neſs, who might probably object to their bills, 
being ſtrangers, therefore beg'd in that caſe | 
I would endorſe them for them; ſuch an un- 
reaſonable and uptradeſman - like requeſt a- 
wp larm'd 


9 . 


ay 
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alarm'd me much, and I began to tremble for 
the fate of my own two acceptances of 150£ 
each. In this dilemma I ſcarcely knew how to 
act, but came to this determination, not ab- 
ruptly to affront them, but to be upon my 
guard as much as poſſible. I wrote back by 
the ſervant that as my Father lay dead, I 
thought it a breach of decorum to ſpend an 
evening from home, but on Mr. Nelſon's re- 
commendation, I would ſhew them ſome goods 
if they would pleaſe to breakfaſt with me the 


morrow morning. 


According to my invitation two of them 
came about ten o'clock, and taking them into 
the warehouſe, they look'd out about two hun- 


| dred pounds- worth of goods, which I could 


caſily perceive they were no judges of, nor ever 
intended to pay, for Mr. Tyler's goods then 
lay-on the counters ready for packing, and on 
being told they was for a friend of Mr, Nelſon's, 
Mr. Tyler) they ſaid they knew him well, 
and admired his taſte for colours. They then 
exhibited a number of Meſſrs Netfon and Co' 8 
checks, accepted by them, to be filled up with 
any ſums they pleaſed, and deſired a bill of the 
{$9995 fixed vpon, wich the diſcount taken off, 


and 


=. 


1 


and they would an vp a draft for the ſum due 
to me. 


_ This I abſolutely refuſed, which ſeemed to 
ſurprize them, as they obſerved. 1 was. ſo well 
acquainted with the houſe of Nelſon and Co. 
who had already accepted their drafts, I could 
not help ſaying then, I had my doubts, I was 
too well acquainted with Nelſon and Co. and 


told them that as it could make no kind of 


difference to them, whether they paid the 
money in town or country, I ſhould ſend the 
goods to my factor Mr, Sheppard, in Baſinghall 
Street, where he would deliver them on re- 
ceiving ſuch payment as he approved of, as I 
would rather pay him a.commiſſion than run 
| the riſk of taking paper, of which I had my 
doubts was good for nothing. They was ob- 
liged to take this for an anſwer, and left me; 
but in the evening of the ſame day one of them 
returned, juſt as I was going after my Father's 
Corpſe to the Grave, begging I would indulge 
them with one particular piece of blue cloth, 
that was to go to ſea, and the Ship would ail 
before the waggon could poſſibly reach London; 
this, with my ſpirits hurried, I promiſed: and 
ſent them the ſame evening, and by their defire 
went the next morning to break faſt with them, 
and 
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| EC WJ. 
and carried a bill of the blue cloth, which 


when the diſcount was taken off, came to 26. 


ſome odd ſhillings, for which I received a 
Draft from one of them, ſigned by a Mr. Ellis, 
who aid he lived at No. x or 2 (I forgot which) 
in Little George- ſtreet, in the Minories, 
London, payable at one month after date, at 
Meſſrs. Samuel Nelſon and Co. and accepted, 


(previous to being filled up.) 


I could not help remarking, upon recollec- 
tion, this was the longeſt piece they had 
looked out.— I had ſcarcely been at home an 
hour, before I received a note from Mr. Vines, 


my Banker at Wotton-underedge, deſiring me 


to wait upon him immediately, and in fuch 


haſte he ſaid © dont ftay to put on your hat; 


I that moment attended him, and his firſt 


"queſtion was, had I not ſold a quantity of goods 


to ſome ſtrangers from London? to which I 


anſwered in the affirmative ; he then juſtly ob- 


ſerved he knew the world better than I did, 
and doubted they were ſwindlers; to confirm 
his opinion, he ſaid there was a letter at the 


Poſt-Office, directed for them, to be left 'till | 


called for, and they were gone for Briſtol, in a 


' poſt, chaiſe ; which letter was wrote in Hebrew, 


2 


Here 


of feeling, wall pity and have patience with 


ment, to declare they were all Swindlers, and 
that Tyler was one of the gang; his, Tyler's 
goods, was then on the road to London, and 
by Mr. Vines's advice, I ſent a ſervant and 
ſtopt them, and had them returned: Mr. Vines 
alſo deſired me to follow the men to Briſtol, 
(ho had carried the piece of blue cloth with 
__ them) and apply to Sir George Drabeny, who 
Was chen mayor of Briſtol, for a warrant to 


* 


digreſſion, and recommend it to any unfortu- 


| fatal cataſtrophe muſt arrive, and then they are 


to walk a little way towards my home, when I 
made a diſcovery of every tranſaction in the 


Cm) 
| Here I would beg leave to make a little 
nate perſon, whoſe affairs are deranged and 


embarraſſed, to lay open their ſituation imme- 
diately to their creditors, who if they are people 


them, inſtead of buoying themſelves up with 
falſe hope, and flattering themſelves with in- 
dulgence from ſtrangers, which they could not 
expect from their beſt friends, and at laſt the 


only laughed at for their credulity. 


But to my ſubject :—] well knew Mr. Vines 
to be a man of penetration, and more expe- 
rience in life than myſelf, therefore beg'd him 


whole buſineſs. He did not heſitate a mo- 


| apprehend 
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apprehend them: when I came to Sir George's 

office, I was inform'd that as I had taken a 
draft payable in a month, for the money, 1 
could proceed no way againſt them, until the 
time was elaſped, and the bill refuſed payment. 


: Thad now drawn upon Nelſon & Co. for only 
132. which bills they had Uccepted, bur nei- 
ther of them was become due. (Mr. Tyler had, 
when I was in London, told me he was coming 
into the 'Weſt of England, on a Journey of . 
pleaſure, with a Colonel Powell, and would 
call and fee me; but I gave him very little 
encouragement, as he was almoſt a ſtranger to 
me) being at Briſtol again in a few days, I met 
Mr. Tyler and the Colonel at a Coffee-houſe ; 
he introduced me to the Colonel as his friend, 
and would inſiſt upon paying me a viſit, at my 
on houſe; I declined the honor of their com- 
pany, and told them I was going the next day 
into Wales upon buſineſs, (which was really the 
truth) and I ſhould not be at home to receive 

them. | a 


Notwithſtanding this, in a few days after J 
was gone, he rode over to my houſe without 
the Colonel, and it was with no ſmall difficulty 
Mrs. Chard could get him away, as he ſeem'd 
determined to ſleep there, tho' but eighteen | 


C miles 


— 


( 38 ) 
miles from Briſtol, and only one mile from 


Wotton-underedge, where there was good 
Inns and accommodation for any gentleman. 


I was now in Wales, and had the letter 
that was left at the poſt-office, Wotton-undere | 
edge, for Mr. S friend with me, which I 


ſhewed to Mr. Levi Phillips, a naturalized Jew 


of reſpectable character, in Haverfordweſt, 
who on conſtruing it, told me Mr. Nelſon had 
expreſſed his hopes that they had done a great 
deal of buſineſs, and beg'd one of them (the 
perſon wrote to) not to wear a ring he had on 
when he came to my houſe, that he wore when 
I was in London, leaſt I ſhould ſuſpe& him. 1 
thought before this I could recollect the raſcal, 
to be the one of them I ſaw at the Compting- 
houſe, in- rene ns. . 


| About ten days, or a fortnight before my 
return home, I received a. letter from my wife 
or partner, informing me that a few days 
before, they had received a letter from Meflts. 
Nelſon & Co. telling me (to whom it was ad- 
dreſſed) that as unavoidable misfortunes had 
occured, which rendered it impoſſible to pay 
my drafts upon them (tho accepted) but as 
they had a great eſteem for me, they ſhould 
| Ax 23 | be 
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be ſorry to "_y my Credit by returning FS 


therefore defired I would ſend them caſh or 


bank notes to the value of One Hundred and 


Thirty Two Pounds to pay them with com- 


mon ſenſe j dictated to my partner, chat this 


would be making a bad matter worſe, and in 


een of his refuſal, the bills was all 
return d and taken up before I came home. 


As I found now I ſhould never get any con- 
fideration of Meſſrs Nelſon and Co. for my two 


acceptances, my grand object was to endea- 
your to get them out of their hands. On this 


account I came to London where Mr. Vines 


was, and we went together to the compting- 
houſe of Nelſon. and Co, in Biſhqpſgate-ftreet, 
there was nobody there but an elderly man 


[ had never ſeen before, who could not deny 
having a knowledge of the bills, but ſaid if he 


produced them and gave them up, he ſhould 


expect a compliment for himſelf and mention'd 


particularly the ſum of Five Guineas, Mr. 
Vines, eager to ſerve me immediately, offer'd 


or promiſed him Twenty Cuineas. upon his 


giving up the drafts. The Gentleman then 


would promiſe nothing, but put me oft for a 
day or two, and after that, a day or rwo more, 


but the more urgent I ſeem'd to be to have 


them, the cooler he was about it, though he 


pretended ; 


1 


n 
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pretended *twas cruel and unjuſt and hoped 
Meſſis Nelſon and Cos. affairs would be made 
up fo that if I could not get the bills, I might 
receive value for them, before they was due, 
however after repeatedly waiting at the compt- 
ing-houſe for almoſt a fortaight I was obliged 
to return home as unſatisfied as I came to 
London. The buſineſs lay in this ſtate; till the 
firſt bill for Hundred and Fifty Pounds became 
due, when I received a {mall billet tied in a 
knot by the poſt, the following is a copy of it. 


« Mr. Palmer preſents compliments to 
„Nr. Chard, holds his acceptance for 150 
Pounds drawn by Meſſrs Nelſon and Co. begs 
eto know at what bankers it is to be paid,— 
** Dated at Red-Lion Street, : Clerkenwell.” 
I ſhew'd Mr.-Palmer's note to Mr. Vines, who 
was then in the country and he wrote for me to 
Mr. Briſtow, Apothecary, in St. John Square, 
Clerkenwell, defiring him to wait upon . Mr. 
Palmer, who by being informed that the ac- 
| eeptance was directly obtained and no conſider- 
| ation given for it, promiſed to return it to 
Lopas Dyas who had indorſed it, but would 


not give it up, as he ſaid he had given value 
for it. | 


I heard 


— 
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I heard nothing farther of the acceptance 


for about 6 weeks, when one morning as I was 
writing in my own *Counting-Houſe, Mr. Perry 


my attorney, and aGentleman with him,whom 
I had no perſonal knowledge of, but who I 
found was alſo an Attorney near Berkley, in 
Glouceſterſhire. The ſtranger after the ſalute 
of © good morning to you Mr. Chard,” aſk'd me 
who I had been quarreling with in London? 


he paid me the compliment of ſaying; he was 
certain it was not from length of time, but pre- 
ſumed it was ſome diſpute, for he had a ſpecial 


writ againſt me for one hundred and fitty 
pounds.—The reader will ſee here my charac- 
ter was unblemiſhed, for this Gentleman bad 
not been to the Sheriff for a warrant to take 


my body, but very politely. came himſelf to 


tell me of it, —The writ was at the ſuit of one 


Montag ie a Jew, in Bartholomew Cloſe, who 


precipitately took this ſtep without ever de- 
manding payment. I ſent for my Uncle and 
gave bail for the ſum, and in the courſe of a 
little time was obliged to trouble another gene 


tleman to join my Uncle and put in ſpecial bail, 
after which I came to London and waited upon 


Mr. Montague, with Mr. Briſtow. I could not 
help telling Mr. Montague I thought it quite 


ungentleman-like to-ſend for a writ for a per- 


ſon 


* 
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ſon without firſt demanding the money, he ſaid 
he underſtood I had been aſk'd for it, and had 
refuſed payment, and he was determined to 
ſtand a trial, which trial came on the next 
fitting at Lincoln's-Inn, before Lord Thurlow, 
when Mr. Montague not proving he gave value 
for the Bill, loſt the trial, and paid the ex- 
. 


This affair made a great noiſe in the country, 


and 1 had at that time Four Thouſand pounds 


or more, of different people's money in my 
hands on ſimple bonds; the rumour that was 
then ſpread alarmed them, and I had almoſt 
every ſhilling called in, in leſs than two months, 
which if I had been worth twice the ſum, I could 
not have paid in the time limited, as my pro- 


_perty lay in different ſums almoſt all over the 


kingdom; the conſequence of this. was, I was 
obliged to call a meeting of my ereditors, when 


it is natural to conclude I made the beſt of my 


affairs: but without deception, what with my- 


ſelf and partner we had in reverſion, I made it 


about One Thouſand Seven Hundred pounds 
more than would pay my juſt debts; but this 
was far from ſatisfying my creditors, and ſome 


of them ſeemed urgent for a Statute of Bank- 


ruptcy, 


„ ( 23 ) 
2 ruptcy ; but Mr, Jeremiah Hill, a merchant of 
aid Briſtol, to whom I owed about Five Hundred 
ad pounds for Spaniſh wool, to his honor be it 
do ſpoken, called me aſide, and told me if it was 
05 agreeable, he would make a propoſal, which he 
WW, MW himſelf would readily accept, and recommend 
lue it to all the Creditors preſent : You are ſays 
ex- he, Mr. Chard but a young man, and if you 
are made a bankrupt, you will be ſtripped of 
every ſhilling you have in the world, and witk 


nds Vour wife and four ſmall children, turnꝰd into 
the ſtreet pennyleſs, and ſuch a diſaſter you'll 


UH never recover :— My propoſal is, that we all 
take Eight Shillings in the Pound, with ſecu- 

noſt 

the rity, to be paid it in a limited time, and * 


ola Vu go on with your buſineſs. 


pro- This I chearfully affented to, and he made 8 
\the che propoſal, which the majority of the Credi- 
was tors ſeemed to acquieſce in; and Mr. Vines 
hen very generouſly offered, although he had ſecu- 
my {Wity for part of his debt, to throw it altogether 
my- and take a compoſition for the whole. 


ands I then ſolicited? Mr. Deane a gentleman 
this Mprcſent, to be ſecurity for me, he objected to it 
ome ey himſelf, but offered if Mr. Chandler, ano- 


ther gentleman preſent would join him; they 
would 


( 24 ) ; 
would give ſecurity for ſeven ſhillings in the 


pound, which they obſerved, would be better 
for me, and leſs riſque to them. 


Mr. Perry the Attorney, then wrote out a 
memorandum, to be ſigned by the creditors, to 
prove their acceptance of the compoſition, but 
for what reaſon I cannot tell; made it in ſuch a 
manner, that if it was not figned by all the 


creditors, in ten days, it ſhould be invalid, and 


they was as ſuch diſtances, and many of them 
required ſo much courting and perſuation, that 
I could not have got it ſigned by them all; 


three weeks, conſequently a ſtatute of Bank- 


ruptcy was taken out, or rather two ſtatutes, 


one againſt me ſolely, and the other * 
myſelf and partner. | 


I have ſince been told the Creditors was 
five years before they received a final dividend, 
and in the whole had but 6s. and 8d. in the 
pound; and to add to my misfortune when [ 
became a bankrupt, 'my bond for one thouſand 


pounds which my wife had from me, previous 


to our marriage, was by the negligence or folly 
of the attorney who made it, done in fuch a 
manner that is was deemed by the commiſſion- 
ers of no effect, and her truſte-s could not come 


in as creditors, for even a dividend, and I was 
| turned 
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turned out of a gentecl freehold reſidence, 
where I was born and lived about 30 years, with 
only Seven guineas in caſh, nor ſhould J have 
had a bed, but for the humanity of Mr. Dean, 
who kindly purchaſed three for me, with many 
other neceſſaries. 


This was in ee and February, 1779, 
I ftaid in the country and lived entirely on the 
bounty of my friends, till the next November, 
when my wife was put to bed with her 5ch 
child and I was as unſucceſsful in my attempts 


to get a clerk or rider's place in the country: 


when ſhe. was out of danger, after having my 
certificate, I came to London and was rather 
fortunate in procuring employment by fertling 
different tradeſmens books, though it was but 


temporary. Its neceſſary now that I ſhould 


endeavour to ſolve a ſeeming paradox, as this 
queſtion naturally occurs, as by my on account 
there was ſo conſiderable a ſurplus, how did it 
happen the creditors had but 6s. 8d. in the 
pound? this is eaſily made appear to thoſe who 
know any thing of a manufactory, eſpecially the 
broad cloth; conceive then, this manufactory 
ſtopped at a moment's warning, with goods in 
different ſtates of forwardneſs, from the wool to 
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the faiſhing, ſome partly whye, and (ome part 


in wool, unſpun, which is frequently the cate. 
Thoſe goods fold as remnants only:—And I 
can prove ſome pieces thus fituated, ſold for no 
more than about forty ſhillings, when they 
ſtood me in ten pounds.—Another.circumftance 
much . againſt the intereſt of the Eſtate, was 
the ſmall number of bidders, as theſe goods 
could ſuit none but thoſe in the Trade. 

There was che Chancery uit unfiniſhed, and 
the houſe and eſtate which 1 lived in, and had 
expended near tive hundred pounds upon, in 
repairs and additions (which I valued in my 
firſt ſchedule at ſix hundred pounds,) fold for 
'no more than two hundred pounds; and the 
Aſſignees ſent an Attorney to collect the our- 
Randing debts, which charges cut very deep 
into the effects: all thele circumſtances; I pre- 
fume, will account in ſome degree, for the ap- 
Parent deficiency. | 


Now to return to my fubjeR i in Tobdes, I 
had not been in town many weeks, where I 


lodged at the King's- head in the old Change, 
but taking up the Daily Paper one morning, 


the firſt thing that rook my attention, -was an 


- advertiſement from the ſociety, for detection of 


Swindlers, offering five guineas reward, for 
apprehending Thomas 'Tyler, Alias Thomas 
Chard, and giving information to Mr. Griffith, 
their ſolicitor, in Crane Court, Fleet Street. 


( 27 ) 


This could not affect my fortune much, 


but was a ſtab to my character,. I immediately 


waited upon Mr. Griffith, and told him my 
name was Chard ; he ſaid I was not the perſon 
advertiſed, but on. my relating to him the 
treatment I had received from Mr, Tyler and 
his Coleagues, beg'd I would enquire for him, 
and aſſiſt in apprehending him. 


In about a fortnight after, I heard he was 
taken, and I call'd upon Mr. Griffith, and 
went with him to Totclefields, Bridewell, to 
lee him; when aſking him if robbing me of 
my property was not enougb, but he muſt have 


my name too; he ſaid that was ho ſervice o | 


him, nor infury to me, as 1 was a Bankrupt. , 5 


attended his RY RY at Hick's Hall, 
where Mr. Baxter, Carver and Gilder, in Lea- 
denhall-ftreet, appeared againſt him, of whom 
he had bought ſeveral looking glaſſes in my 
name; he had alfo hired a job. chariot in the 


| fame name, and had ſent a lady, who called g 


herſelf Mrs. Chard, to Mr. Baxter's, where ſhe 
attempred to get ſome girandoles, but was te- 
fuſed; —he had likewiſe the name of Chard 
upon his door, on a braſs plate.:— He was on 
theſe accounts, fined twenty pounds, and to 
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luſſer two years impriſonment ; all that I have 
heard ſince of him, i is, that he became a bank- 
rupt, and was tried for his life, for concealing 
part of his effects, and being acquited, then 
Has ſince made his exit before Newgate, for 


forgery. - 


The lack ape bf mine for 2 
am by Nelſon & Co. was given by one 
Jenkins, a Taylor, in Drury-Lane, to Meflrs, 
Freeland, Porteus and Robinſon, Woolen- 
Drapers, i in Gracechurch,- ſtreet ; but on its | 
being repreſented to them 1 bad no value for 
it, they very politely returned it, hut Jenkins 
T have. heard, by ſvearing he gave value for it, 
was allowed, to claim a dividend under my 

| ſtature of bakFuPteys | 


f. . Here | way in "this. account be ſome 


little errors 10. rel Peet ro 5 nes but the 75 are 
uncontroyer table, a 


| I the foregoing Aunelied mould POW any 
7 ere from being connected with thoſe 
money-lenders, it will be ſome conſolation to 
me, Who am with a Wife and fix "CU 
how ARE" oe 15 pe 
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